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SARS-CoV Testing at Washington State Public Health Laboratories:
Recommended Specimens and Timing of Specimen Collection

Specimens for detection of SARS-CoV infection should be collected based on the time since symptom onset.  In addition to acute and
convalescent serum, at least two other specimens should be collected (listed in order of preference).

Patient alive?
1. Fixed tissue – all major organs (e.g., lung, heart, spleen, liver, brain, kidney,

adrenals)
2. Frozen tissue – upper airway (e.g., trachea and bronchi) and lung
3. Serum

Onset within 7 days:
1. Acute serum for serology
2. Additional serum (PCR)
3. Sputum (if patient has cough)
4. BAL, tracheal aspirate, or pleural

tap (if indicated)
5. NP wash
6. NP or OP swab
7. Stool

Onset 1-3 weeks ago:
1. Acute serum for serology
2. Sputum (if patient has cough)
3. BAL, tracheal aspirate, or pleural

tap (if indicated)
4. Stool
5. NP wash
6. NP or OP swab

Onset 3 or more weeks ago:
1. Acute serum for serology
2. Stool
3. Sputum (if patient has cough)
4. BAL, tracheal aspirate, or pleural

tap (if indicated)
5. NP wash
6. NP or OP swab

Collect specimens based on time since onset of symptoms
Obtain acute serum and at least two more specimens, listed in order of preference

Convalescent serum at 29 days or later

NO

YES

OR OR


